
Mission Statement of the Discourse and Semiotics Workshop 

This workshop provides space for faculty and students at the University of Louisville to share research on how language and 

other semiotic resources mediate social worlds. 

 

We aim to develop interdisciplinary dialogue among scholars from a variety of disciplines who study talk, text, interaction, 

semiotics, visual communication and design, performance studies, and mass media. We are particularly interested in providing 

space for graduate students to develop their research. Our founding faculty and students come from the adjacent fields of 

sociolinguistics, linguistic anthropology, applied linguistics, rhetoric and composition, but we welcome and encourage the 

participation of scholars from other fields who share an interest in the mediating processes that link their objects of study to 

their social surround. 

 

Dear Friends of the Discourse and Semiotics Workshop, 

 

Happy summer!  2018-2019 was our third year as an interdisciplinary workshop series, and we were thrilled with 

the diversity of topics we were able to feature and the stimulating conversations that were had. Faculty and graduate 

student presenters this year hailed from mathematics education, cognitive neuroscience, pan-African studies, 

English literature, biology, graphic design, science education, comparative humanities, and linguistics. 

 

We are now writing to invite proposals for the 2019-2020 academic year. We are interested in research on how 

language and other semiotic resources mediate social worlds, and this forms the core of our workshop series.  

Any and all research that addresses such topics is welcome.  

 

This year, we also invite submissions on the optional theme of Discourses of Science, Health, and Medicine.  

 
As with last year's CFP, we are interested in the following formats: 

 

• Data Analysis Session: We welcome presentations of research data for group discussion and analysis. This 

may include, but is not limited to, video data of interaction, transcripts, audio recordings, ethnographic 

documents, media texts. In these sessions, researchers explain their projects, pose questions about their 

data, and facilitate group discussion of their data. 

• Work-in-Progress Session: We welcome the submission of works-in-progress for pre-circulation and 

discussion in our workshop. Whether drafts of journal length articles, essays, or book proposals, we 

welcome any pre-publication pieces of original research. 

• Reading Discussion: We welcome proposals for discussion of both classic and contemporary texts in 

semiotic theory, language studies, and discourse analysis. Through these readings, we aim to build common 

frameworks for analysis across our diverse disciplines. 

 
If you are interested in presenting, please email the following to uofldiscourseandsemiotics@gmail.com  

by or on August 1, 2019: 

• a working title and brief summary or abstract (200 words max) 

• the workshop format (data session, work-in-progress session, or reading discussion) 

• any preference for when in the academic year you would like to present 

Please send us any questions you have. We look forward to hearing from many of you by August 1! 

 

Warmly, 

The D&S Team 
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